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<Abstract>
The Bible and the Deaf Community

Dr. Elsa Tamez

(United Bible Societies Americas Area Translation Consultant)

This essay refers to the emerging sign languages in the different countries of the
world, including Costa Rica, the recognition that governments are giving them by
officially recognizing their languages and the impact that this is generating with
persons who are hearing impaired. Today the deaf community, at the national and
international level, presents itself with its own identity, culture and languages. For
the author this change today is a challenge to the hearing society, because the world
of the deaf community is unknown and has many myths created about it. The author
shows how for so long the deaf community has felt ignored, excluded and
misunderstood. However, because of this new situation the deaf are trying to
become recognized, to express themselves and to struggle for their rights as a
community with their own language and culture. The Bible, for the author, can be a
source of empowerment for the deaf, above all if it is translated in their own sign

language and re-read from the situation of the deaf community.





